Leaders 
Of March 
6 . Ecstatic 9 

By Leonard Downie Jr. 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The leaders of the New Mo- 
bilization Committee, coordi- 
nators of the weekend’s mass 
antiwar demonstrations here, 
said yesterday they were “ec- 
static and overwhelmed by the 
beauty and meaning” of the 
three days’ activities. 

By their estimates, accord- 
ing to Ron Young, a cochair-, 
man of the group, 800,000 per- 
sons participated at one time 
or another in the demonstra- 
tions. 

“At least 99 and 9/10 per 
cent of them abided by their 
pledge to nonviolence,” said 
another cochairman, Dr- Sid- 
ney Peck. - 

The group’s leaders took 
strong exception to Attorney 
General John N. Mitchell’s 
charges that the New Mobili- 
zation had advance knowledge 
of and could have stopped dis- 
orders that developed Friday 
and Saturday evenings. 

Young called the 40-hour 
March Against Death from Ar- 
lington National Cemetery to 
the Capitol and Saturday’s 
massive march up Pennsylva- 
nia Avenue to a rally at the 
Washington Monument “fan- 
tastic political successes.” 

He and another New Mobili- 
zation cochairman, Mrs. Cora 
Weiss, told reporters that, 
whether the Nixon administra- 
tion acknowledges it or not, 
“wo have proven something to 
the government and to the na- 
tion.” 

“We don’t have to prove it 
again,” Mrs. Weiss said, when 
asked if more mass marches 
lay in the antiwar movement’s 
future. 

She and Young indicated 
that the New Mobilization is 
considering “new forms of 
protest” for the future, proba- 
bly of a “decentralized” local 
nature. They said its leaders 
will meet next weekend in 
New York and announce spe- 
cific plans for December after 
that. 
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Meanwhile, on the morning 
after Saturday’s climatic 
events* .bedraggled but appar- 
ently ’tireless volunteers re- 
turned to Mobilization offices 
at 1029 Vermont Ave. NW. to 
begin the job of dismantling 
the Washington headquarters. 

They also were making ar- 
rangements for uncountable 
scores of participants who re- 
mained in Washington over- 
night to find ways back to 
their home towns. They made 
arrangements for chartered 
buses for a efw large groups 
and help put together car 
pools for stranded individuals. 

Two groups, the GIs for 
Peace and the Jews for Urban 
Justice, held small demonstra- 
tions at federal - buildings 
downtown. Both were peaceful 
and ended in midafternoon. 

The only disturbance of the 
tranquility of the crisp, ■ sun- 
bathed autumn Sunday was 
the unplanned romp through 
the streets of Geogetown yes- 
terday afternoon hy demon- 
strators against the Three Sis- 
ters Bridge, some of whom 
also were among the militant 
elements in the antiwar pro- 
tests. 

At their closing Washington 
press conference, New Mobili- 
zation leaders complained 
about “too much focus” being 
placed on incidents of violence 
during the three days of dem- 
onstrations. 

Young said everyone 
“should be . 'amazed that so 
many diverse people couTS 
come here and, despite the 
government’s delay in grant- 
ing permits and rumors of vio- 
lence, leave behind only 150 
arrests; land no serious inju- 
ries.” 

Young laughed at Attorney 
General Mitchell’s assertion 
that, “I do not believe that — 
overall — the gathering here 
can be characterized as peace- 
ful.” 

But, at the press conference, 
it was Cornell University Pro- 
fessor* Douglas Dowd who first 
brought up the subject of vio- 
lence.; He contended that from 
his post in the city’s “rumor 
center,” near the command 
center in police headquarters, 
it appeared the use of tear gas 
by police Saturday was largely 
“unnecessary and not due to 
initial provocation from anti- 
war demonstrators.” 

In answer to questions from 
reporters who said they had 
seen considerable provocation 
by a few militant demonstra- 
tors at the Justice Depart- 
ment, Dowd acknowledged 
that his information was lim- 
ited to reports received at the 
rumor center. 


Mobilization leaders said 
they would ask the committee 
of lawyer-observers headed by 
former Attorney General 
Ramsay Clark for a report on 
the scattered disturbances. 

Dowd made clear that he 
was not characterizing the me- 
lees as “police riots,” as the 
post-convention disorders in 
Chicago last August have been 
termed. Mobilization leaders 
said they were pleased with 
police cooperation up to the 
time of the use of tear gas. 

They said' they were con- 
cerned about the way tear -gas 
was used to force people, in- 
cluding the operator of the 
sound system who was disman- 
tling his equipment, off the 
Washington Monument 
grounds Saturday evening at 
the rally’s end. Young also 
said “people just trying to get 
to their buses kept running 
into police and tear gas.” 

The almost unnoticed dem- 
onstrations yesterday by the 
GIs for Peace and the Jews 
for Urban Justice were in- 
tended as climatic activities to 
a weekend of peace efforts by 
both groups. 

The GIs for Peace, including 
the Servicemen’s Liberation 
League from Ft. Dix, N.J., had 
turned out 150 furloughed 
servicemen for Saturday’s 
march on. Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue. Chanting, “the left, the 
left, the military left,” and 
wearing white veteran’s caps 
with “GIs for Peace” lettering, 
they had formed one of the 
march’s more vocal contin- 
gents. 

Yesterday afternoon, about 
50 servicemen, joined by as 
many Students for Democratic 
Society members and .other 
passersby, demonstrated on 
the Constitution Avenue steps 
of the National Archives build- 
ing and at the U. S. Court of 
Military Appeals, 5th and E 
Streets NW. 

They carried signs calling 
for the freeing of the “Presi- 
dio 27” and the “Ft. Dix 38” — 
groups of activist antiwar sol- 
diers,. that have been jailed 
after courts-martial at the 
Presidio in San Francisco and 
Ft. Dix in New Jersey. 

The majority of yesterday’s 
GI protesters came from Ft. 
Dix, which is home for one of 
the largest antiwar GI under- 
grounds in the service. Three 
servicemen also came from 
Portland, Or., for this week- 
end’s demonstrations. 

The GIs were reluctant to 
identify themselves by name 
to newsmen yesterday. They 
complained about the lack of 
freedom to carry on antiwar 
activities in the army, about 
suppression of some of their 


Gl-run newspapers and about 
what one black GI called “in- 
stitutional racism” in the 
army. 

One marcher carried a rep- 
lica of the U.S. Constitution 
on imitation parchment paper. 
Over it, in red letters, were 
the words: “Void for Service- 
men.” 

Seventy-five members of the 
Jews for Urban Justice 
marched back and forth in 
front of the White House for 
about an hour at noon to call 
for an end to the war. Several 
of the marchers wore skull 
caps. 

Arthur Waskow of the Insti- 
tute of Policy Studies and 
Robert Greenblatt, a Yippie 
leader from New York City, 
walked with the group. 

The marchers sang religious 
songs, shouted slogans of pro- 
test and recited lines of scrip- 
ture to the few passersby, 
newsmen and White House po- 
licemen. They also handed out 
literature describing their ef- 
forts this weekend to organize 
a “national Jewish project’ to 
involve members of the Jew- 
ish community in solving na- 
tional and urban problems. In- 
cluded among their stated 
aims was persuasion of Jewish 
businessmen to devote more 
of their wealth to community 
betterment. 

These demonstrators were 
the first to get near the White 
House this weekend. Saturday, 
the Executive Mansion was 
isolated by a perimeter of 
buses, ropes and policemen 
five blocks in diameter. 

Yesterday, East Executive 
Avenue and the sidewalk im- 
mediately in front of the 
White House were still cor- 
doned off by barricades. Dis- 
appointed strollers and tour- 
ists werei told they would have 
to pass by on the other side of 
Pennsylvania Avenue or along 
the Ellipse in back. 

Otherwise, the downtown 
area bore little evidence of 
the multitudes that came 
there Saturday, or of the brief 
melee between police and 
about 1,000 militant demon- 
strators there at dusk. ' 

By noon, city and federal 
workers had already picked up 
most of the debris. The streets 
had been watered down. The 
stiff breezes had carried away 
all traces of the acrid tear gas 
that filled the air Saturday 
night. 

A dozen windows of the Jus- 
tice Department, broken by 
militant demonstrators Satur- 
day, were boarded up. Three 
blotches of red paint dotted 
the Constitution Avenue fa- 
cade of the building. 



